Overview: Grammatical features of English

We can group the major grammatical categories in the clause into three major

‘chunks’: the noun group (including adjectivals), the verb group, and adverbials.

Those two big dogs
from next door
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were barking

WHAT ARE THEY

loudly last night
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living/non-living (bird/rock)
human/non-human (baby/
bird)
masculine/feminine/neuter
general/particular (cats/Kitty)
concrete/abstract (clock/time)
everyday/technical (food
tubeloesophagus)
objective/subjective (girl/flirt)

= countable/uncountable

(biscuits/butter)
commaon/proper (day/Friday)
collective (flock; choir)
singutar/plurat (child/children)
compound nouns (surfboard)

Adjectivals

articles (a/an, the) -
pointing words (this, those)
possessives (their, Tom’s)
quantity adjectives (many, 3)
opinion adjectives (sad,
fovely)

factual adjectives (big, old,
red, square) '
comparing adjectives (more,
bigger, best)

e classifiers (war plane)
« adjectival phrases*

(the book on the top shelf)
(people with curly hair)

adjectival clauses

(the boys sitting up the back)
(the street where | live)

(*including prepositions)

Pronouns

personal pronouns (/ us, her)
possessive pronouns (hers,
mine) '

relative pronouns (which,
that)

question pronouns (who?
what?)

e action verbs (Ben was
wriggling)

« saying verbs (She
murmured his name.)

-feeling, perceiving
(She remembered him
well.)

(They will enjoy the

concert.)

(Cate heard nothing.)
« relating verbs 'being and

having’

(Frogs and toads are

amphibians.

Their mouths are large

and

they have small teeth.)
= existing verbs

(There are some

venomous frogs.)

Tense
* present
{Koalas eat gumleaves.)
{Kim Is eating an
icecream.)
* past
(They ate sfowly)
(They have eaten already.)
(They were eating lunch.)
¢ future
(1 will eat fater)
(1 will be eating at home.)
» regular/irregular verbs

Modals
= (might, could, must)

Negative forms
s {didn't doesn’t)

Multiword verbs
s (began to cry; had a cry)

L

» sensing verbs thinking,

WHERE? WHEN?
WHO? WHAT? DOING? HOW? WHY?
v v v
NOUN GROUP VERB GROUP ADVERBIALS
Nouns Verb types Adverbs and

adverbial phrases

e place ‘where?” {away; to
the shops)

o time ‘when?' (lately, in the
evening)

s manner "how?’
quality (sadly; with sorrow)
means (by car; with a stick)
comparison (differently; like
a butterfly)

o cause ‘why?’ (due to iff-
health; for his sanity)

¢ accompaniment 'with
whom?’ {together, with
Grandma)

Other types of

adverbials

* point of view, comment
(in my opinion, personalfy,
frankly, unfortunately)

» degree (more joudly; most
loudly; extremely loudly, far,
far away, almost too
sweetly)

« modal adverbs (perhaps,
maybe; definitely)

» focusing and
emphasising (even, only)
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